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Celebrity Cruises, first ever 
cruise line to earn Forbes 
Travel Guide Award
ARLENE GOLDBERG
Special to the CJN

Celebrity Cruises, the brand that 
revolutionized the cruising industry 
with its fleet of relaxed luxury resorts 

at sea, is once again 
raising the bar as it 
becomes the first 
ocean cruise line to 
ever earn prestigious 
Forbes Travel Guide Star 
Awards. The recognition 
is made more wonderful 
as Celebrity’s ships join 
an elite and exclusive 
group of fewer than 20 

land-based properties with over 1,000 rooms 
in the world to ever receive the coveted 
recognition. 

FTG is the global authority on luxury 

hospitality and the only global rating 
system for luxury hotels, restaurants, spas 
and now, the new ocean cruise category. 
Its professional inspectors travel the world 
to anonymously evaluate the finest hotels, 
restaurants, spas and ocean cruise ships 
based on hundreds of exacting standards 
that determine their annual Star Ratings.

The five inaugural resorts at sea star-
rated ships are Celebrity Apex, Celebrity 
Edge, Celebrity Flora, Celebrity Millennium 
and Celebrity Summit. The remainder of 
the line’s 15-ship fleet will be evaluated in 
the year ahead, except for the line’s smaller 
Galapagos ships. 

“We always reach for the stars at Celebrity 
Cruises, whether it’s in our exceptional 
level of service, our innovative ship design, 
or the highest quality of relaxed luxury 
experiences we provide onboard,” Celebrity 
Cruises President and CEO Lisa Lutoff-Perlo 

said. “To now be star-rated multiple times 
over is such an incredible honor from the 
Forbes Travel Guide team. It’s confirmation 
that with our resorts at sea, our guests truly 
sail on the world’s best places to the world’s 
best places. 

“I’d like to congratulate the entire 
Celebrity family, both at sea and shoreside, 
for this special recognition. I celebrate each 
and every one of you, and thank you for your 
dedication and commitment to delivering 
the best vacations at sea.”

Hermann Elger, CEO of Forbes Travel 
Guide, said, “Forbes Travel Guide is 
thrilled to announce Celebrity ships as the 
world’s first Star-Rated resorts at sea in 
the new ocean cruise category. Celebrity 
has delivered on Forbes Travel Guide’s 
standards time and time again during 
meticulous incognito inspections – offering 
guests experiences that rival those at 
the very best land-based properties. We 
congratulate Celebrity Cruises on this 
spectacular and historic accomplishment”.

 
The newly star-rated Celebrity ships 

represent three of the line’s class of ships, 
including: 

• Edge Series – As avant-garde as the 
name implies, these ships have been hailed 
as architectural masterpieces, introducing 
a plethora of industry firsts on a cruise ship, 
such as an outward-facing resort deck, the 
world’s first cantilevered floating bar known 
as the The Magic Carpet, luxurious new state 

rooms like the two-story Edge Villas with 
private plunge pools, and more. 

Celebrity Apex (2021) and Celebrity 
Edge (2018) remain among the most-highly 
awarded ships at sea, even being named to 
TIME Magazine’s “World’s Greatest Places.” 

• Millennium Series – Offering a more 
intimate cruising experience with just 
over 1,000 staterooms each, both Celebrity 
Millennium and Celebrity Summit 
were part of the line’s biggest fleet-wide 
modernization in 2019, with more than $500 
million in luxurious upgrades made.

Mega-Yacht – Celebrity Flora is an 
exclusive 100-passenger luxury mega-yacht 
designed specifically and purposefully for 
expeditions in the Galapagos and built to 
merge with its surroundings. With all-
natural materials, she introduced a state-
of-the-art positioning system allowing the 
ship to remain stationary without dropping 
anchors to further protect the seabed and 
solar panels making it one of the most 
eco-friendly ships sailing anywhere. Fully 
immersing travelers with the destination, 
all itineraries are led by certified naturalists 
from the Galapagos Natural Park.

Arlene Goldberg is president and owner of Action 
Travel Center in Solon. You can watch Arlene 
weekdays on WKYC’s Good Company at noon with 
the “Hot Travel Deal.”
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EUROPE SAILINGSEUROPE SAILINGS

From: * $899. Edge  ( 7 nights)From: * $899. Edge  ( 7 nights)
Western MediterraneanWestern Mediterranean
Barcelona, Monte Carlo, Italy & CorsicaBarcelona, Monte Carlo, Italy & Corsica
From:  *$1070. Beyond  (8 nights)From:  *$1070. Beyond  (8 nights)
Eastern MediterraneanEastern Mediterranean
Italy, Croatia, Montenegro, & Greece

Book By:  May 2 -July 6, 2023Book By:  May 2 -July 6, 2023
Sailings May 3-2023-April 30, 2025

Price is based on per person, double occupancy, interior stateroom.
Rates are subject to change.  Additional costs are air fl ights, transfers, Port taxes/fees

Celebrity Cruises registered in Republic of Malta

Sailings May 3-2023-April 30, 2025Sailings May 3-2023-April 30, 2025

Price is based on per person, double occupancy, interior stateroom.
For more details, go to www.actiontravelnow.comFor more details, go to www.actiontravelnow.com

5900 Harper Road | 440-248-4949 | 800-391-1167
NO SERVICE CHARGE ON PACKAGES, CRUISES AND MORE

Celebrating 43 Years in Solon!

“CJN’s Best of Best 
Travel Agency”

2012 Solon Business 
of the Year”   

“WKYC TV-3, Good Company,
Travel Hot Deals”

Europe Sailings

*Plus, an additional up to $800 off Stateroom
*Plus, up to $850. To Spend on Board Ship 
Per Stateroom

From: *$1429-$1994 per person
(prices refl ect all above discounts)
Italy, Croatia, France, Spain, Greece
Norwegian Fjords, & Iceland
Book from Mar 4, to May 2 2023
Sail, Mar 4, 2023-Apri 30, 2025

*Enjoy up to 75% off Second Person Cruise Guest

For more details, go to 
www.actiontravelnow.comSail, Mar 4, 2023-Apri 30, 2025

Rates are based on double occupancy, per person, are subject to change.
Additional Costs, Air Flights, Transfers, Hotel stays, Government taxes/fees, 
Optional Excursions.
Some restrictions apply.
Celebrity ship’s registry:  Malta & Ecuador

4 STAR RATING from the prestigious Forbes Travel Guide

5900 Harper Road | 440-248-4949 | 800-391-1167
NO SERVICE CHARGE ON PACKAGES, CRUISES AND MORE

Celebrating 43 Years in Solon!

“CJN’s Best of Best
Travel Agency”

2012 Solon Business
of the Year”   

“WKYC TV-3, Good Company,
Travel Hot Deals”

*Take off  up to 75%  2nd Guest
+ up to $100.00 pp Onboard Credit
(*Rates below refl ect discounts)
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